
Coronavirus COVID-19 Situation 
  

2020-05-23 After 3 Children Die, a Race to Investigate a Baffling Virus Syndrome  Tissue samples 

from at least one of the three patients to have died from it — ages 5, 7 and 18 — have been sent to a public health 

laboratory for intensive testing.  A team of more than 30 disease detectives — epidemiologists, clinicians and 

statisticians — is poring over thousands of pages of medical records.   

New York state has become the center of a parallel effort to investigate an unnerving aspect of the outbreak: an illness 

that is sickening a small but growing number of children.  The ailment has now been reported in at least 161 children in 

New York, making the state’s caseload one of the largest publicly reported anywhere. Hundreds of other children across 

the United States and in Europe have also been sickened with the illness, now called multisystem inflammatory 

syndrome. 

The syndrome can be characterized by severe inflammation of the heart, blood vessels, the gastrointestinal tract or 

other organs, believed to be caused by a reaction to the coronavirus. The inquiries into why it is occurring and whether a 

treatment can be found could have an impact on how authorities handle the reopening of schools and other activities 

for children.  https://news.yahoo.com/3-children-die-race-investigate-141442434.html  

2020-05-23 A Left Perspective on Emerging Post-Pandemic Global Relations    

https://countercurrents.org/2020/05/a-left-perspective-on-emerging-post-pandemic-global-relations/  

2020-05-22 The Emerging Bipartisanship on Supply Chains and China Policy  The crisis has 

triggered a reckoning in circles on the left and right about China policy. We found ourselves unable to produce sufficient 

supplies of protective equipment and medical devices precisely at the moment they were vitally needed. And that just 

stood in for a host of products we can no longer manufacture in America.  

Senators like Sherrod Brown (D-OH) have been talking about the undermining of American manufacturing for decades. 

“Why don’t we have enough cotton swabs? U.S. companies lobbied Congress to weaken the rules,” Brown said 

yesterday. “We have to look at trade policy, look at tax policy, and align it with our national interest.”  

What’s new here is that Brown and Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and other manufacturing-state Democrats are joined, in 

what could be a marriage of convenience but sounds indistinguishable for now, by conservatives like Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

and Josh Hawley (R-MO). “We need to be able to sell and trade, but we need to pursue policies internationally that will 

foster industry in our country and protect vital jobs,” Hawley said. “And this equation in textbooks about trade working 

if the aggregates are good, it’s not good if it’s captured by a small class on Wall Street.”    

When you put together ideas from the left and right, you have a panoply of policies to revive domestic manufacturing. 

You can require Buy America standards, with domestic content requirements. You can provide low-interest financing to 

onshore plants and jobs. You can address it as a national security issue and mandate certain local supply chains. You can 

build a coalition to confront China on its unlevel playing field, its subsidies for state-owned enterprises.  

https://prospect.org/coronavirus/unsanitized-emerging-bipartisanship-supply-chains-china/ 

2020-05-22 For-Profit Colleges See Opportunity in Depression   An industry with a sketchy track record 

has ramped up advertising to desperate prospective students.    https://prospect.org/education/for-profit-colleges-see-

opportunity-in-depression/  

2020-05-22 ‘Lab Rats to Shore Up Hospital Revenue Streams’   Workers’ comp insurers are in some 

cases pushing claimants to resume surgical procedures in the midst of the pandemic.    

https://prospect.org/coronavirus/workers-comp-shores-up-hospital-revenue-streams/  

https://news.yahoo.com/3-children-die-race-investigate-141442434.html
https://countercurrents.org/2020/05/a-left-perspective-on-emerging-post-pandemic-global-relations/
https://prospect.org/coronavirus/unsanitized-emerging-bipartisanship-supply-chains-china/
https://prospect.org/education/for-profit-colleges-see-opportunity-in-depression/
https://prospect.org/education/for-profit-colleges-see-opportunity-in-depression/
https://prospect.org/coronavirus/workers-comp-shores-up-hospital-revenue-streams/


2020-05-20 The Journey of the Jobless  Congress boosted unemployment benefits. Now the challenge lies in 

getting them out to the unemployed, through underfunded state-level programs.    

https://prospect.org/coronavirus/the-journey-of-the-jobless/  

2020-05-19 The Post-Corona World  Prospect editors look beyond the horizon at what the aftermath of the 

crisis will yield.  It’s clear that we’re facing a Depression-level event economically and a public-health crisis with no 

easing in sight, even as the current administration has decided to give up on containment and safeguarding the general 

welfare.  

Our senior editors, meanwhile, tried to look beyond the horizon at what the aftermath of the crisis will yield. And it’s a 

very uncertain picture. Paul Starr lays out the multiple options: a rebirth of egalitarian spirit, or an accelerant of ugly 

nationalism and entrenchment. Harold Meyerson sees labor either battered by mass unemployment and impossible 

legal barriers or uplifted by radical collective action and newfound “essential” status. Bob Kuttner forecasts either the 

rise of China as an economic hegemon, or a renewed domestic manufacturing sector and a green stimulus powering 

America back to a sustainable prosperity. And I look at concentrated corporate power, which will either become 

unbearably dominant after the crisis, or be felled by all the shortcomings the crisis has exposed.  

https://prospect.org/coronavirus/the-post-corona-world/  

2020-05-13 Chicago Mayor Lightfoot’s Coronavirus Threats and Government Incapacity to 

Handle a Pandemic   Saturday May 2, Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot declared you can be arrested and jailed  for 

having house parties. "We will shut you down, we will cite you, and if we have to, we will arrest you," said Lightfoot. 

"Don't make us treat you like a criminal, but if you act like a criminal and you violate the law and refuse to do what's 

necessary to save lives in the middle of a pandemic, we will take you to jail, period." 

It is telling that Lightfoot addressed her arrest and jail comments mostly to parties and gatherings in Black 

neighborhoods.  It is true that three quarters of Chicago’s corona virus deaths  are among Blacks and Latinos with pre-

existing medical conditions. Yet the very day before she made her threats, a Re-Open Illinois rally of around 500 people 

took place in downtown Chicago. Lightfoot made no mention of this gathering, which was probably 95% white. 

“Lightfoot addressed her arrest and jail comments mostly to parties and gatherings in Black neighborhoods.”  To 

heighten the Mayor’s hypocrisy, National Public Radio reported  that Chicago’s Cook County jail “The rate of infection in 

the jail is higher than most anywhere else in the country.” Yet Lightfoot threatens to jail people as a method of fighting 

corona virus! In fact, this very mayor  opposed releasing those in Cook County jail who have not yet been tried but are 

only in jail because they are poor and cannot pay bond.  https://www.blackagendareport.com/chicago-mayor-lightfoots-

coronavirus-threats-and-government-incapacity-handle-pandemic  

2020-05-13 Patriotic Vaccines: The Divided Coronavirus Cause One such effort of solidarity, and a not 

very convincing one at that, was made at this month’s Coronavirus Global Response Pledging Conference. The European 

Commission gave it a deceptively united title: “Joining forces to accelerate the development, production and equitable 

access to COVID-19 vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics – on-line pledging event.” Representatives from 43 countries, 

a range of non-profit entities and scientific groups also added to the number.   

The Trump administration had already signaled its intention to avoid any show of unity in the vaccine effort, which may 

suggest an unintentional expression of blunt honesty. It has frozen funding to the WHO and refused to send any 

representatives to a meeting organized by the organization at a meeting, conducted virtually, last month. A spokesman 

for the US mission in Geneva told Reuters at the time that Washington “looked forward to learning more about this 

initiative in support of international cooperation to develop a vaccine for COVID-19 as soon as possible” but would not 

be participating in any official way. The response was much the same to the European Commission’s pledging 

conference.   For the Trump administration, finding a COVID-19 vaccine will, contrary to Johnson’s belief, be a predatory 

exercise in self-interest because other countries will, given the chance, treat it the same way.   
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This is stern and admirable stuff but not particularly convincing. The global patent system is marked by vicious rivalries 

rather than tea-ceremony tranquillity. The behaviour of its participants, according to the University of Hong Kong’s 

Bryan Mercurio, tends towards a winner takes all approach. “The rest of the efforts will go unrewarded.”  

The fractious scramble for appropriate vaccines and viral drugs, as with other scrambles of history, serves to highlight 

the crude, even cruel reality of power politics, which proves stubborn even in the face of the existential and costly. This 

is pure Donald Trump, unilateral, instinctive and unromantic, with a reaction in keeping with previous thinking when it 

comes to international efforts of solidarity. Look more closely at them and see the sham; it’s every state for itself.  

https://www.counterpunch.org/2020/05/13/patriotic-vaccines-the-divided-coronavirus-cause/    

2020-05-01 Coronavirus and the Increase in Domestic Violence    Americans are paying dearly as they 

suffer through the coronavirus epidemic. The costs of inadequate testing, poor medical care and even death in isolation 

are only compounded by the nation’s staggering economy, mounting unemployment rate and uncertainty of recovery. 

Making matters worse, there has been an increase in domestic violence.  Domestic abuse – or intimate partner violence 

– is an endemic feature of American social life, one example of the all-pervasive sexual or gender violence. A recent 

report on “domestic violence” from the National Center for Biotechnology Information paints a grim picture: 

Family and domestic violence (including child abuse, intimate partner abuse, and elder abuse) is a common problem in 

the United States. Family and domestic health violence are estimated to affect 10 million people in the United States 

every year. It is a national public health problem …  Under conditions of the Corvid-19 plague, the number of incidents of 

domestic violence appears on the uptick.https://www.counterpunch.org/2020/05/01/coronavirus-and-the-increase-in-

domestic-violence/  

2020-04-20 Coronavirus poll: Most Americans reject anti-lockdown protests    The survey, 

conducted April 17 to April 19, found that a full 60 percent of the public opposes the largely pro-Trump protesters 

whose calls for governors to “liberate” their states by lifting lockdown measures have attracted intense media attention 

in recent days — and whose message the president amplified Friday in a series of all-caps “LIBERATE” tweets about 

three swing states: Minnesota, Michigan and Virginia.  Only 22 percent of Americans say they support the protesters. 

Despite Trump’s messaging, even Republicans oppose the protests 47 percent to 36 percent. Asked whether they agree 

or disagree with Trump’s “LIBERATE” tweets, only a quarter of Americans say they agree.  

https://news.yahoo.com/yahoo-news-you-gov-coronavirus-poll-most-americans-reject-antilockdown-protests-

124259347.html  

 

2020-04-18 Trump Hijacks Dr. Deborah Birx’s Coronavirus Presentation  

https://news.yahoo.com/trump-hijacks-dr-deborah-birx-230128081.html?  

2020-04-17 Covid-19 is rapidly becoming America’s leading cause of death  Covid-19 is on pace to 

be the largest single killer of Americans this week, given the normal number of deaths in an April week.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/16/coronavirus-leading-cause-death/?  

 

 

2020-04-18 Trump suggests China won't be punished if coronavirus was 'a mistake'   
https://news.yahoo.com/trump-suggests-china-wont-be-punished-if-coronavirus-was-a-mistake-224719121.html  

 

2020-04-17 Trump breaks with his own guidelines to back conservative anti-quarantine 

protesters  The president’s social media posts come amid growing frustration among some conservative groups over 
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state mitigation measures.  President Donald Trump culminated a swerving, week-long power struggle against the 

nation’s governors with an apparent endorsement of protesters who have defied leaders of coronavirus-stricken states, 

public health experts and the most senior members of his own administration.  

The president’s suggestion that Americans should disobey state orders directly contradicts his own past statements 

acknowledging governors’ authority to announce restrictions to combat the disease’s spread.  

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/17/trump-states-stay-at-home-orders-192386  

2020-04-15 Coronavirus and the Crisis of African American Human Rights    White “America” 

pretends once again to be surprised by the emerging facts that African Americans are disproportionately bearing the 

brunt of the coronavirus assault. But why should anyone be surprised?  African Americans make up a disproportionate 

number of the 87 million people in the U.S. who are under-insured or lack health insurance, who occupy the lowest paid 

jobs, jobs today deemed “essential.” It is in our communities where the toxic waste dumps are located, the petroleum 

processing companies, the hog farms, garbage dumps, the buildings with lead paint and asbestos, and the highways 

pumping out millions of tons of pollution every day. 

And it is in our communities that, before gentrification, over the last 40 years, governments under the pressure of 

neoliberal austerity cut budgets and services. It was in our communities, both urban and rural, where the hospitals and 

clinics were closed, the sewer and sanitation deteriorated and something as basic to life as water was commodified, 

contaminated and often cut off.  

Trump didn’t create these conditions. “The obsessive focus on Trump the person, allows for the ongoing structural 

violence embedded in the DNA of racialized capitalism to hide in plain sight.”  

https://www.blackagendareport.com/coronavirus-and-crisis-african-american-human-rights  

 

2020-04-16 COVID-19: Confucius is Winning the Coronavirus War Take South Korea, which is not 

“authoritarian.” It’s as democratic as top Western liberal powers. What we had in a nutshell was the civic-mindedness of 

the overwhelming majority of the population reacting to sound, competent government policies.  

Seoul went for fast mobilization of scientific expertise; immediate massive testing; extensive contact tracing; and social 

distancing, as well. But, crucially, most of it voluntary, not imposed by the central power. Because these moves were 

organically integrated, South Korea did not need to restrict movement drastically or to close down airports. 

https://consortiumnews.com/2020/04/16/covid-19-confucius-is-winning-the-coronavirus-war/  

2020-04-16 COVID-19: Neither Trump nor Cuomo: Healthcare Workers on How to Fight the 

Pandemic  We need a single, free and public healthcare system in which decision making is done by those most 

qualified to do so, its employees, says Dr. Mike Pappas. That goes beyond Medicare for All. 

For over a month, President Donald Trump downplayed the threat of a worldwide pandemic. Even as his advisers 

warned that as many as 1.2 million lives could be lost in the U.S. alone, time and again he claimed we were safe from 

harm. His denial left us totally unprepared to deal with the explosion of Covid-19 cases that came just days later.  

As late as March 24, Trump was calling for U.S. businesses to be reopened by Easter, demonstrating his absolute 

contempt for the health and safety of workers. Trump’s only concern, from the beginning, was that profits continue to 

flow into the coffers of U.S. corporations. That’s what he meant when he said, “The cure can’t be worse than the 

problem.” He wouldn’t jeopardize capitalist profits by shutting down businesses, even if it meant hundreds of thousands 

of working-class people, or more, would die.  

As a result of his criminal negligence, that is exactly what is happening now. It is working people in the poorest 

neighborhoods who are suffering most. Sixty-two percent of Covid-19 deaths in New York City are Black and Latino 

people. 
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https://consortiumnews.com/2020/04/16/covid19-neither-trump-nor-cuomo-healthcare-workers-on-how-to-fight-the-

pandemic/  

2020-04-15 U.S. Government’s $3.7 Million Grant to Wuhan Lab at Center of Coronavirus 

Outbreak - Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. https://childrenshealthdefense.org/news/u-s-governments-3-7-million-

grant-to-wuhan-lab-at-center-of-coronavirus-outbreak/  

 

2020-04-15 Indictment of Trump and a Warning: 90% of US Coronavirus Deaths Could Have 

Been Prevented With Swifter Action  Eight Republican governors still have not issued statewide stay-at-home 

orders as deaths in the U.S. top 26,000.  New research published Wednesday revealed that the vast majority, as much as 

90%, of U.S. deaths from the coronavirus outbreak could have been avoided if strict social distancing measures were 

imposed just two weeks earlier—the latest damning rebuke of President Donald Trump's mismanagement of the crisis 

and a warning to those still skeptical of the restrictions. 

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/15/indictment-trump-and-warning-90-us-coronavirus-deaths-could-

have-been-prevented  

2020-04-15 Threatening Military Intervention in Venezuela During a Pandemic?  With cities in 

Venezuela under lockdown and the country struggling to address a looming public health crisis and yet another 

economic shock, it is clear that the Trump administration sees a new opportunity to exercise "maximum pressure" to try 

to achieve regime change.  https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/04/15/threatening-military-intervention-

venezuela-during-pandemic  

2020-04-15 'Appalling Betrayal of Global Solidarity': Trump Condemned for Halting US 

Funding to World Health Organization Amid Pandemic   "President Trump's decision to defund WHO is 

simply this—a crime against humanity."  https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/15/appalling-betrayal-global-

solidarity-trump-condemned-halting-us-funding-world-health  

2020-04-15 'Catastrophic for Democracy': Experts Warn Trump Assault on Postal Service 

Threatens November Elections  "All the plans we have for a safe and legitimate general election in November 

depend heavily upon the ability to expand vote-by-mail. Yet those plans would be completely upended if the United 

States Postal Service collapses." https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/15/catastrophic-democracy-experts-

warn-trump-assault-postal-service-threatens-november  

2020-04-15 'Disgusting': Treasury Slows Delivery of 70 Million Covid-19 Stimulus Checks to 

Put Trump's Name on Them  "Donald Trump is further delaying cash payments to millions of Americans 

struggling to pay the rent and put food on the table to feed his ego."  

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/15/disgusting-treasury-slows-delivery-70-million-covid-19-stimulus-

checks-put-trumps  

2020-04-15 Trump's OSHA Rebuked for 'Sitting on Its Ass' as Covid-19 Infections and Deaths 

Surge Among Frontline Workers  "More than 9,000 U.S. healthcare workers have been infected with Covid-19 

and 27 have died. The biggest workplace catastrophe ever to hit the nation's healthcare workers.  

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/15/trumps-osha-rebuked-sitting-its-ass-covid-19-infections-and-

deaths-surge-among  

2020-04-15 Trump Accused of 'Actively and Knowingly' Spreading Coronavirus to Central 

America Through Deportations  Trump seen as "global health threat" as Guatemalan health minister claims 
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75% of people on a recent deportation flight from the U.S. tested positive for the virus.  

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/15/trump-accused-actively-and-knowingly-spreading-coronavirus-

central-america-through  

2020-04-15 Unsanitized: Mnuchin Knew Two Weeks Ago That Financial Predators Could Grab 

Emergency Coronavirus Checks https://prospect.org/coronavirus/unsanitized-mnuchin-knew-banks-

coronavirus-checks/  

2020-04-15 100+ Lawmakers Demand Moratorium on Utility Shutoffs to Ensure Access to 

Services 'Essential to Survive' During Coronavirus Crisis "There is absolutely no excuse left for Congress 

to exclude basic human needs from the next coronavirus stimulus package, or in general," said Food & Water Action's 

Rianna Eckel.  https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/15/100-lawmakers-demand-moratorium-utility-

shutoffs-ensure-access-services-essential  

2020-04-15 Despite CDC Warning of 'Significant Risk' of Lifting Stay-in-Place Orders, Right-

Wingers Launch Anti-Lockdown Movement "These selfish and out-of-touch fringe groups are throwing a 

temper tantrum at the expense of public safety and health." 

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/15/despite-cdc-warning-significant-risk-lifting-stay-place-orders-right-

wingers-launch  

2020-04-14 Coronavirus Illustrates Our Failure to Create a Fair Society  African Americans and 

Hispanics are more likely to die because we bear the pre-existing condition known as race.  

https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/04/14/coronavirus-illustrates-our-failure-create-fair-society  

 

2020-04-14 Your Coronavirus Check Is Coming. Your Bank Can Grab It.  Regulators have given banks 

the green light to use stimulus funds to pay off debts that individuals owe them.  

https://prospect.org/coronavirus/banks-can-grab-stimulus-check-pay-debts/  

2020-04-14 COVID-19: The Ultimate Stress Test True to form, the president was quick to personalize the 

pandemic. He declared himself a “wartime president,” despite the lack of any evident strategy to vanquish this 

particular foe. His response when governors of hard-hit states began pleading for urgent help from the federal 

government: “Respirators, ventilators, all of the equipment — try getting it yourselves.”  The governors, he groused, 

were “complainers… Inevitably, he had a Limbaugh-like conspiracy theory ready: fear-mongering Democrats were 

exploiting the Covid crisis to bash him. The virus, he said during a campaign rally — yes, he was still holding them in late 

February — was their “new hoax.” Fox News and the president’s base duly ran with this theme.   

Despite the warning of epidemiologists that the virus’s transmission rate would skyrocket unless Americans were 

scrupulous about “social distancing,” Trump tarried (and to this day can’t keep his distance from anyone at his news 

conference. 

Nor, despite an evident shortage of medical supplies and equipment, did he act decisively. The 1950 Defense Production 

Act (DPA) gives him the authority to order private companies to produce essential medical supplies and equipment, 

including ventilators, and then distribute them in ways that would prevent hard-hit states from outbidding each other.  

He rejected widespread calls to use the Act.   

Continuing to downplay the Covid-19 threat, he declared during a March 31  Fox News “virtual town hall” on the 

coronavirus that he would love to have the economy up and running two weeks later on Easter Sunday with “packed 

churches all over the country.”   https://consortiumnews.com/2020/04/14/covid-19-the-ultimate-stress-test/  
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2020-04-14 Our Uniquely American Virus  America’s ability to contain the coronavirus has been 

compromised by decades of neoliberal ideology. And it is literally killing us.  https://prospect.org/coronavirus/our-

uniquely-american-virus/    

2020-04-14 Trump PR Stunt Falls Flat, as White House Video Exposes His Failure to Prepare 

for Pandemic   But, as CBS News correspondent Paula Reid pointed out to Trump after the video ended, there was a 

huge gap in the timeline: It mentioned absolutely no action by him in February and there was, as the Times had noted, a 

period of “six long weeks” after the travel restrictions until he “finally took aggressive action to confront the danger the 

nation was facing.” 

In fact, the only entry on the video timeline for February — the month Trump held mass campaign rallies and described 

criticism of his handling of the virus from Democrats as “their new hoax” — was February 6: “CDC Ships First Testing 

Kits.” The fact that those test kits were defective, a massive failure at a critical moment, seems like an odd thing to brag 

about. 

Well into March, Trump was downplaying the new coronavirus as no more threatening than the 

flu.https://theintercept.com/2020/04/14/trump-pr-stunt-falls-flat-white-house-video-exposes-failure-prepare-

pandemic/  

2020-04-14 What South Carolina’s Absentee Voting System Shows the U.S.A look at how the state 

can disenfranchise voters who mail in ballots, which will become more critical as vote-by-mail expands. There is always 

higher voter turnout in general elections than in primaries, and if the virus is still active, there could be record numbers 

of vote-by-mail demands. That likely means far higher error rates in a critical election. 

When it comes to federal laws to expand access to the ballot beyond physical polling sites, the limitations of every 

state’s current voting procedures will have to be considered and perhaps remedied, as well as the different ways a voter 

can continue to be disenfranchised. 

“The goal for every member of Congress, every state legislature, and every election official should be simple: ensure that 

anyone who has the right to vote can exercise that right as simply and safely as possible,” said Matthew Harwood, of the 

Brennan Center for Justice. “Vote by mail is just one option among many to accomplish that goal.” [MEK  Suggestions: 

Every registered voter gets a mail-in ballot 30 days before election. Ballot envelope is signed by voter. No witness 

signature necessary.  If signature missing or doesn’t match, voter will be contacted to correct problem.]  

https://prospect.org/politics/what-south-carolinas-absentee-voting-system-shows-the-us/  

2020-04-14 San Francisco Sends 40 Percent of Jail Inmates Home   Chesa Boudin, the leftish district 

attorney for San Francisco, claims to have reduced the jail population by nearly 40 percent since the onslaught of the 

epidemic. “That has created the conditions for the jail medical team to implement some level of social distancing, to 

isolate people who show symptoms, and to find ways to meet the medical needs of folks who have other medical 

conditions besides Covid-19,” said Boudin, whose 75 year-old father, David Gilbert, is serving time for the 1981 Brinks 

armored car robbery in New York. https://www.blackagendareport.com/san-francisco-sends-40-percent-jail-inmates-

home  

 

2020-04-13 China is reportedly giving 'extra scrutiny' to any research on the coronavirus' 

origins  https://news.yahoo.com/china-reportedly-giving-extra-scrutiny-120801182.html  

2020-04-13 How false hope spread about hydroxychloroquine to treat covid-19 — and the 

consequences that followed https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/04/13/how-false-hope-spread-

about-hydroxychloroquine-its-consequences/  
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2020-04-13 It's Midnight in Washington - Make This Stunning Ad Go Viral 
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/4/12/1936752/-It-s-Midnight-in-Washington-Make-This-Stunning-Ad-Go-Viral  

2020-04-13 Elizabeth Warren and Ro Khanna Unveil Essential Workers Bill of Rights 

https://www.warren.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/elizabeth-warren-and-ro-khanna-unveil-essential-workers-

bill-of-rights  

 

 

2020-04-13 Could COVID-19 Bring Down the US Empire? China eradicated the virus from Hubei province 

by deploying 40,000 medical staff to the province and doing comprehensive contact tracing and testing, and this is the 

model other wealthy countries that have had limited success against COVID-19 have tried to follow. In Wuhan, tests 

were coming back in four to seven hours, providing the basis for efficient and effective isolation and contact tracing of 

each case. Germany has done better than other large countries in Europe, with more than 118,000 cases but only 2,607 

deaths as of April 9, and is now treating patients airlifted from France, Italy and Spain. 

Other countries that tested at least 0.5 percent of their populations before getting overwhelmed have kept deaths even 

lower (deaths as of April 9): Australia (51); Austria (295); Bahrain (5); Canada (503); Estonia (24); Iceland (6); Latvia (3); 

Malta (2); Norway (108); Singapore (6); Slovenia (43); South Korea (204); Switzerland (948) and the UAE (14).  Vietnam, 

Taiwan, Cuba, Venezuela have all been relatively successful in limiting the spread of the COVID-19 in different ways, but 

because they reacted promptly. 

After a very late start, US medical labs were quickly overwhelmed with COVID-19 testing. By April 1, results were taking 

up to 10 days to come back from labs, and Quest Diagnostics had a backlog of 160,000 unprocessed tests. This is forcing 

doctors and hospitals to treat every patient with symptoms as if they have the virus, putting even greater demands on 

medical staff and equipment. The US’s deficient lab testing makes it impossible to set up a system of isolation and 

contact tracing that can identify asymptomatic carriers and stop the spread of the virus. 

The United States is also failing miserably to provide any model of how to successfully combat COVID-19. The US already 

has more coronavirus deaths than China, a country with four times the US population, and the future for Americans is 

terrifying, with the Trump administration talking about the death of 100,000 Americans as a “good scenario.” The 

terribly botched US response to the pandemic is undermining already weak global confidence in US leadership.  

https://www.newsclick.in/US-Empire-COVID-19-Pandemic  

 

2020-04-13 Unsanitized: Meet The Corporate Bailout’s First Policeman    The Trump administration 

has taken a weed whacker to already modest oversight in the CARES Act, firing the lead inspector general in one 

oversight entity and hiring his personal lawyer for another. The Congressional Oversight Commission, a five-member 

panel tasked with monitoring how the corporate bailout is spent—including the $4.5 trillion Federal Reserve money 

cannon—is purely a legislative entity, and Donald Trump cannot get rid of its members. It also doesn’t have subpoena 

power and must rely on other tools to do its work. 

To date, only one member of the commission has been chosen: Bharat Ramamurti, a top economic adviser to Elizabeth 

Warren since she joined the Senate, who ran economic policy for the Warren campaign and last week decamped to the 

Roosevelt Institute. Chuck Schumer picked Ramamurti for the commission, and we don’t yet know whether he’ll be in 

the majority or minority of it; each party leader in the House and Senate chooses one member, and Nancy Pelosi and 

Mitch McConnell must agree on the final member, the commission chair.https://prospect.org/coronavirus/unsanitized-

meet-the-corporate-bailout-first-policeman/  
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2020-04-13 200+ Prisoners Released in Philadelphia After Weeks of Protest Calling for 

Decarceration 

https://www.democracynow.org/2020/4/13/headlines/200_prisoners_released_in_philadelphia_after_weeks_of_prote

st_calling_for_decarceration  

 

2020-04-13 Coronavirus Has Broken America’s Food Supply  In the early days of the shutdown, pictures 

circulated of barren shelves at supermarkets (much of it wrongfully blamed on binge purchasing rather). All over the 

country, America’s producers have begun destroying excess, perishable crops that they can’t bring to market. 

In nonviral times, much of the food being produced on farms would be sent to schools and restaurants. But with those 

locations shut down almost categorically nationwide, there’s no infrastructure in place to simply redirect the food to 

grocery stores and food banks, especially with short-shelf-life items like vegetables, meat, and dairy. Those two tracks—

commercial and consumer food supply chains—remain fiercely separated. 

Setting up a large-scale delivery procedure conveying excess food to needy food banks takes time, money, and 

manpower, all of which are already in short supply at financially strained farms. The federal government could step in, 

guarantee payments to farmers, and provision for such a transfer, but they’ve shown no interest in doing so.   

https://prospect.org/coronavirus/supply-chain-broken-american-food-supply/   

2020-04-12 Most College Students Won’t Get A Stimulus Check  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/zackfriedman/2020/04/12/stimulus-checks-college-high-school-students/?  

2020-04-10 As Small Businesses in US Face Coronavirus Doomsday, Big Insurers Say: We 

Can't Save You. We Won't Save You.  "We may not have a Main Street left if we don't take immediate action." 

According to a recent report in the Denver Post, after the SARS outbreak in 2003, many insurers stipulated in their 

policies that business losses due to a public health crisis would no longer be covered.   "We're a month in and no one 

that needs the money has seen the money—our hourly workers, small businesses who operate with a month's cash on 

hand—none of those people are getting any of the money." 

Meanwhile, as much a $4.5 trillion will go toward a taxpayer-backed fund from which large corporations can draw for 

relief, with little to no oversight from Congress. 

"Why is the money being distributed to big corporations?" Mayer said. "If we want this economy to continue to function 

in any capacity we're going to have to give people money to pay for what they need, or else this is going to get really 

bad, really fast... There should be more grants, less loans, and way more oversight over how this money is distributed." 

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/10/small-businesses-us-face-coronavirus-doomsday-big-insurers-say-

we-cant-save-you-we  

2020-04-10 Perspectives on the Pandemic Part 2| Professor Knut Wittkowski 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kK5sKNCSsX4&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2yvXBbIwh-

qEzo_igB4wArqiUOXjXCWG-470KPTfbtx0f1TC7OPfm9ulI  

 

2020-04-10 'Unforgettable' Footage of Endless Line of Cars at Food Banks a Stark Illustration 

of Coronavirus Crisis in US  "It is outrageous that in the richest country in the history of the world, people are 

going hungry," said Bernie Sanders, who called for more urgent relief from Congress.  

https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/10/unforgettable-footage-endless-line-cars-food-banks-stark-

illustration-coronavirus  
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2020-04-09 Resistance Growing to Covid-Capitalism  Covid-19 has laid bare a fundamental truth: that 

capitalist healthcare is a contradiction in terms, since capital – like the killer virus -- cares for nothing but reproducing 

itself. 

“We have to ensure that we never return to the society that enabled this pandemic to emerge.” 

The superpower that has killed millions in its quest for global supremacy has utterly failed the most basic test of 

legitimacy at home: the ability to protect its own population. Covid-19 has laid bare a fundamental truth: that capitalist 

healthcare is a contradiction in terms, since capital – like the killer virus -- cares for nothing but reproducing itself. The 

U.S. “public” health sector is revealed as a hollowed-out shell, crippled and shrunken by decades of unrelenting 

privatization at the hands of the oligarch-serving political duopoly.  https://www.blackagendareport.com/resistance-

growing-covid-capitalism  

2020-04-09 Half a Billion People Could Be Pushed Into Poverty By Coronavirus, Warns Oxfam  

https://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2020/04/09/half-billion-people-could-be-pushed-poverty-coronavirus-

warns-oxfam  

2020-04-09 Noam Chomsky: ‘Coronavirus pandemic could have been prevented’    “This 

coronavirus pandemic could have been prevented; the information was there to prevent it. In fact, it was well-known. In 

October 2019, just before the outbreak, there was a large-scale simulation in the United States – possible pandemic of 

this kind,” he said, referring to an exercise – titled Event 201 – hosted by the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security in 

partnership with the World Economic Forum and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 

“Nothing was done. The crisis was then made worse by the treachery of the political systems that didn’t pay attention to 

the information that they were aware of. 

“On December 31, China informed the World Health Organization (WHO) of pneumonia-like symptoms with unknown 

origins. A week later, some Chinese scientists identified a coronavirus. Furthermore, they sequenced it and provided 

information to the world. By then, virologists and others who were bothering to read WHO reports knew that there was 

a coronavirus and knew that had to deal with it. Did they do anything? Well yes, some did. 

“China, South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore began to do something, and they have sort of pretty much seemed to have 

contained at least the first surge of the crisis.”https://countercurrents.org/2020/04/noam-chomsky-coronavirus-

pandemic-could-have-been-prevented  

 

2020-04-08 Moral Leaders Demand Coronavirus Relief for Most Vulnerable Although the third 

coronavirus relief package provides some cash payments to workers, increased unemployment benefits, and support to 

small businesses, Barber and Theoharis noted "it also includes a $500 billion fund to bail out corporations , and Trump 

has already vowed to defy the oversight that Democrats in the Senate and House worked to require." 

"Americans who are desperate for aid from their government could not get it without paying a 25% surcharge to the rich 

and powerful," they added. "In a word, this is evil."   

”[The] $2 trillion bill that Congress passed treated corporations like people and people like things—with no provisions 

for a permanent living wage, paid sick leave for all, or health insurance for the uninsured. It leaves out the majority of 

homeless, undocumented immigrants, the disabled, and anyone too poor to have to file taxes. It only places a four-

month moratorium on eviction filings. It does not include rent freezes nor large-scale debt forgiveness.  

https://www.blackagendareport.com/moral-leaders-demand-coronavirus-relief-most-vulnerable 

https://www.blackagendareport.com/resistance-growing-covid-capitalism
https://www.blackagendareport.com/resistance-growing-covid-capitalism
https://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2020/04/09/half-billion-people-could-be-pushed-poverty-coronavirus-warns-oxfam
https://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2020/04/09/half-billion-people-could-be-pushed-poverty-coronavirus-warns-oxfam
https://countercurrents.org/2020/04/noam-chomsky-coronavirus-pandemic-could-have-been-prevented
https://countercurrents.org/2020/04/noam-chomsky-coronavirus-pandemic-could-have-been-prevented
https://www.blackagendareport.com/moral-leaders-demand-coronavirus-relief-most-vulnerable


2020-04-07 COVID-19: Wall Street Wins Again More than $4 trillion of the estimate government 

coronavirus aid of $6.2 trillion is predicated on using $454 billion of CARES Act money to back Federal Reserve-based 

corporate loans. The Fed has the magical power to leverage, or multiply, money it receives from the Treasury up to 10 

times over. In the end, according to the president, that could mean $4.5 trillion in support for big banks and corporate 

entities versus something like $1.4 trillion for regular Americans, small businesses, hospitals, and local and state 

governments. That 3.5 to 1 ratio signals that, as in 2008, the Treasury and the Fed are focused on big banks and large 

corporations, not every day Americans.  https://consortiumnews.com/2020/04/07/covid-19-wall-street-wins-again/  

2020-04-06 Amid Pandemic, Congress Suspends Evictions—But Not for All 
https://www.pogo.org/analysis/2020/04/amid-pandemic-congress-suspends-evictions-but-not-for-all/  

2020-04-04 74 journalism professors sign letter calling Fox News’ coronavirus coverage a 

‘danger to public health’  https://countercurrents.org/2020/04/74-journalism-professors-sign-letter-calling-fox-

news-coronavirus-coverage-a-danger-to-public-health  

2020-04-04   Jared Kushner's Role In Coronavirus Response Draws Scrutiny, 

Criticism https://www.npr.org/2020/04/04/826922646/jared-kushners-role-in-coronavirus-response-draws-

scrutiny-criticism?  

 

2020-04-02 Coronavirus Pandemic: U.S. National Park staff revolts, says shut them down 

https://countercurrents.org/2020/04/coronavirus-pandemic-u-s-national-park-staff-revolts-says-shut-them-down  

2020-04-2 VIDEO: COVID-19 Hits Detention https://www.raicestexas.org/2020/04/02/video-covid-19-hits-

detention-livestream/  

2020-04-01 As Coronavirus Spreads, Poll Shows Nearly 60% in US Believe Political System 

Designed Solely to Serve Rich and Powerful 
https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/04/01/coronavirus-spreads-poll-shows-nearly-60-us-believe-political-

system-designed-solely  

2020-04-01 As Coronavirus Surges, ‘Medicare for All’ Support Hits 9-Month High  

https://morningconsult.com/2020/04/01/medicare-for-all-coronavirus-pandemic/  

 

2020-04-01 "I'm Detained at Rikers Island and I'm Sick With Coronavirus"  With around ten 

thousand people packed into its cells, New York’s Rikers Island prison is today a hotbed of contagion. There have been 

103 inmates and eighty staff who have officially tested positive for COVID-19 in New York’s jails already — and, given the 

delays in test results, the real count is likely far higher. Given the risk to human life, recent days have seen mounting 

calls for prisoners to be released.  https://www.blackagendareport.com/im-detained-rikers-island-and-im-sick-

coronavirus  

2020-03-30 Will Coronavirus Kill Off the News Business Just When America Realized We Actually Need It?    Even as most 

newsrooms push for a new business model around digital subscriptions, the old model — heavily dependent on 

advertising — had helped keep U.S. journalism barely afloat...until now. With nearly half the nation on near-total 

lockdown and the rest reeling, most of the businesses that buy ads in local papers, especially in smaller towns or for 

youth-oriented alt-weeklies — like restaurants, nightclubs or boutiques — are closed and have nothing to advertise. 

Scores of layoffs are already happening.  https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/03/30/will-coronavirus-kill-

news-business-just-when-america-realized-we-actually-need-it  
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2020-03-31 Hospitals tell doctors they'll be fired if they speak out about lack of gear  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/companies/hospitals-tell-doctors-theyll-be-fired-if-they-speak-out-about-lack-of-

gear/ar-BB11Y1ux 

2020-03-31 Europe sells medicine to Tehran in first bypass of US sanctions, as Iran grapples 

with coronavirus outbreak https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/coronavirus-iran-tehran-

medicine-us-sanctions-news-a9437961.html  

 2020-03-31 San Diego rent strike: Who’s participating and why 
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/business/real-estate/story/2020-03-31/san-diego-rent-strike-whos-

participating-and-why  

2020-03-31 Can I Get Fired for Talking about Virus Risks? 

https://www.labornotes.org/blogs/2020/03/can-i-get-fired-talking-about-virus-risks 

2020-03-30 A president unfit for a pandemic Much of the suffering and death coming was preventable. The 

president has blood on his hands.  https://www.bostonglobe.com/2020/03/30/opinion/president-unfit-pandemic/  

 

 

2020-03-30 Reality Has Endorsed Bernie Sanders The debate over the role of government in addressing 

income inequality, housing insecurity, debt accumulation, and health care continues, now against the grim backdrop of 

the raging coronavirus. It is difficult to articulate the speed with which the U.S. and, indeed, the world, has descended 

into an existential crisis. We are experiencing an unprecedented public-health event whose diminution and potential 

resolution rests with a series of prescriptions, including settlement-in-place orders, that will annihilate the economy. The 

deadly spread of COVID-19 demands enclosure as a way to starve the searching virus of bodies to inhabit. The 

consequences of doing so removes workers from work and consumers from consumption; no economy can operate 

under these conditions. 

American life has been suddenly and dramatically upended, and, when things are turned upside down, the bottom is 

brought to the surface and exposed to the light. 

Thus far, the Trump Administration has predictably bungled the response to the coronavirus. But the Democratic Party’s 

response has been hampered by its shared hostility to unleashing the power of the state, through the advance of vast 

universal programs, to attend to an unprecedented, devolving catastrophe. About half of American workers receive 

health insurance through their employer. As job losses mount, millions of workers will lose their insurance while the 

public-health crisis surges.  

Dismissing the necessity of universal health care also shows an obliviousness to the power of medical expenses to alter 

the course of one’s life. Two-thirds of Americans who file for bankruptcy say that medical debt or losing work while they 

were sick contributed to their need to do so. The costs of medical treatment become a reason for postponing visits to 

the doctor. A 2018 poll found that forty-four per cent of Americans delayed seeing a doctor due to its cost. Already, half 

of Americans polled have said that they worry about the costs of the testing and treatment of COVID-19. 

The case has never been clearer for a transition to Medicare for All, but its achievement clashes with the Democratic 

Party’s decades-long hostility to funding the social-welfare state. 

 https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/reality-has-endorsed-bernie-sanders 
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https://www.newyorker.com/news/our-columnists/reality-has-endorsed-bernie-sanders


2020-03-30 Biden says coronavirus’ impact on health system hasn’t changed his mind on 

single-payer https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/30/biden-says-coronavirus-hasnt-changed-his-mind-on-single-

payer.html? 

 2020-03-30 Hydroxychloroquine proves ineffective against coronavirus in small Chinese trial  

2020-03-29 As nations refuse to open ports,10,000 people remain stranded on cruise ships 

around the world  https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/3/29/1932169/-As-nations-refuse-to-open-ports-10-

000-people-remain-stranded-on-cruise-ships-around-the-world?detail=emaildkre 

 

2020-03-29 Why Coronavirus Is Humanity’s Wake-Up Call  Seeing now the profound failure of our 

existing institutions, we also awaken to the truth of our possibilities and interconnections with one another and with 

Earth.  The rapid spread of novel coronavirus is a demonstration of our ability, when the imperative is clear, for deep 

and rapid global cooperation and change at a previously unimaginable speed and scale. 

At the same time, the crisis of the coronavirus pandemic focuses attention in the United States on the disastrous 

deficiencies of a profiteering health care system.   https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/03/29/why-

coronavirus-humanitys-wake-call  

2020-03-28 Noam Chomsky: Coronavirus - What is at stake? | DiEM25 TV  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-N3In2rLI4 

 

2020-03-27 Amid the coronavirus crisis, mutual aid networks erupt across the country  

https://wagingnonviolence.org/2020/03/coronavirus-mutual-aid-networks-erupt-across-country/ 

 

2020-03-26 The Coronavirus Aid Package Could Harm Disabled People  A provision denying small-

business loans to disability support services could damage a fast-growing and urgent piece of our care sector.  

https://prospect.org/economy/coronavirus-aid-package-could-harm-disabled-people/ 

2020-03-25 Coronavirus: The Jonathan Swift Solution  The Journal, egged on by Wall Street worthies 

panicked about losing their shirts, has been arguing that it’s better to lose a few million people than to damage the 

economy. I counted five columns or articles making variants of this argument in today’s Journal alone. 

One piece argues that the fatality rate is exaggerated—better for everyone to just catch the virus and get it over with. 

According to the WHO and the CDC, this contention is total hooey. 

Another calls for a much more relaxed form of sheltering in place, ignoring the fact that the only way we have for 

hospitals to catch up with the escalating pandemic is to “flatten the curve” and slow down the spread.  

https://prospect.org/blogs/tap/coronavirus-the-jonathan-swift-solution/ 

 

2020-03-25 Joint Statement From Elected Prosecutors on COVID-19 and Addressing the 

Rights and Needs of Those in Custody  Overcrowded jail, prison and immigration detention facilities force 

people together in close quarters without access to proper hygiene or medical care.    

https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/30/biden-says-coronavirus-hasnt-changed-his-mind-on-single-payer.html
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https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/3/29/1932169/-As-nations-refuse-to-open-ports-10-000-people-remain-stranded-on-cruise-ships-around-the-world?detail=emaildkre
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2020/03/29/why-coronavirus-humanitys-wake-call
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https://prospect.org/blogs/tap/coronavirus-the-jonathan-swift-solution/


“People over the age of 55 make up the fastest growing demographic of those imprisoned.” Similarly, jails and prisons 

house disproportionately large numbers of people with chronic illnesses and complex medical needs that many facilities 

are already ill-equipped to treat. And at least 57 ICE detention centers have already experienced outbreaks of infectious 

diseases like mumps that have presented challenging health issues. 

If these facilities become breeding grounds for the coronavirus, it will not only impact those incarcerated, but our entire 

community. Jails and prisons cycle large numbers of people in and out of close, unsanitary quarters on a daily basis. 

Many people are arrested and booked into jail on the same day, while others are released within a short time back to 

their community. People leave immigration detention and return to communities in the US or to vulnerable refugee 

shelters and encampments along the border. All of these facilities rely on services and support from vendors and 

medical professionals, employ staff who come and go, and appropriately provide access for legal counsel and family 

members to visit. And people with severe conditions who need intensive medical treatment are often removed from 

these facilities to be treated in local hospitals.   

First and foremost, we urge local officials to stop admitting people to jail absent a serious risk to the physical safety of 

the community.   Adopt cite and release policies for offenses which pose no immediate physical threat to the 

community, including simple possession of controlled substances.  • Release all individuals who are being detained 

solely because they can’t afford cash bail, unless they pose a serious risk to public safety.  • Identify and release the 

following people immediately, unless doing so would pose a serious risk to the physical safety of the community: ○ 

Individuals who are elderly; ○ Populations that the CDC has classified as vulnerable (those with asthma, cancer, heart 

disease, lung disease, and diabetes); ○ People in local jails who are within 6 months of completing their sentence; and  ○ 

People incarcerated due to technical violations of probation and parole. • Put in place procedures and advocate for 

reforms that enable past lengthy sentences to be revisited and support release for those individuals who can safely 

return to the community. 

We need to Protecting Immigrant Communities and Reducing Immigration Detention 

Additionally, the federal government should take the following actions to end the spread of COVID-19 among immigrant 

communities:   

For those who must remain incarcerated, every effort should be made to ensure they have access to good healthcare, as 

defined by public health officials, and that their basic human rights are being met. It is critical to balance the precautions 

necessary to protect against any spread of the virus with the constitutional rights of those in custody. 

https://www.blackagendareport.com/joint-statement-elected-prosecutors-covid-19-and-addressing-rights-and-needs-

those-custody  

 

2020-03-25 Economists Demand Trump Immediately Lift Iran, Cuba, and Venezuela 

Sanctions That Are 'Feeding the Coronavirus Epidemic' "This policy is unconscionable and flagrantly 

against international law. It is imperative that the U.S. lift these immoral and illegal sanctions to enable Iran and 

Venezuela to confront the epidemic as effectively and rapidly as possible," Columbia University professor Jeffrey Sachs 

said in a statement  just hours after the Trump administration intensified sanctions against Iran , which has been 

devastated  by COVID-19.   

Economist Francisco Rodríguez, a leading expert on the Venezuelan economy, said that U.S. sanctions against Venezuela 

and other nations have severely hindered their ability to respond to the pandemic, which has infected nearly 220,000 

people worldwide.  "This has dramatic consequences on the lives of their citizens and exacerbates a major global health 

risk," said Rodríguez.  https://www.blackagendareport.com/economists-demand-trump-immediately-lift-iran-cuba-and-

venezuela-sanctions-are-feeding-coronavirus  
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2020-03-22 Emergency Economic Rescue Plan in Limbo as Democrats Block Action 

Emergency     Democrats voted against moving forward on a plan expected to cost $1.8 trillion or more, seeking 

stronger protections for workers and stricter rules for bailed-out businesses.  Republicans and Democrats, as well as 

President Trump, have agreed that the plan is crucial to cushioning the economic blow of the rapidly spreading disease, 

which has shuttered entire industries, forced workers to stay at home and wreaked havoc in the global markets. It would 

send $1,200 direct payments to millions of Americans and additional jobless benefits and aid to states and provide 

hundreds of billions of dollars for loans to businesses. 

But as its outlines emerged on Sunday, Democrats denounced the package as a corporate giveaway that favored big 

business over workers and failed to ensure that bailed-out companies would not enrich themselves after receiving 

government aid. They were particularly incensed at the inclusion of a provision that would give the Federal Reserve 

access to $425 billion that could be leveraged for loans to broad groups of flailing companies, leaving Congress with little 

or no say in which businesses could receive assistance or how it could be used. 

Democrats also said the measure provided insufficient unemployment aid — offering only three months while they have 

insisted on at least four — and lacked adequate funding for state and local governments, emergency food assistance and 

relief from student loans. 

Democrats complained that the Treasury secretary would have too much discretion on how to allocate the industry-

specific funds loans, and that it would not outright require that recipients hang on to their employees. And they were 

concerned that the bulk of the money — $425 billion to guarantee potential losses on Federal Reserve programs — 

would be available to prop up companies with few restrictions.  

They were also pressing for additional safeguards to prevent companies from taking federal funds and then laying off 

workers. Democrats have proposed restricting eligibility for the government aid to companies that promise to maintain 

90 percent of their staff.  Democrats were also balking at imposing limits on paid-leave benefits that were part of a 

program enacted last week to respond to the coronavirus crisis.  “It’s not big enough, it’s not bold enough,” said Senator 

Doug Jones, Democrat of Alabama. “It doesn’t get to the cities, into the communities. It doesn’t get to individuals. It’s a 

start, but it is not there — it’s not even half a loaf, it’s a couple of slices.” 

Mr. Mnuchin estimated that the total economic impact of the aid to Americans and distressed industries would 

ultimately be more than $4 trillion, with the Federal Reserve helping amplify the effects. Speaking on “Fox News 

Sunday,” he said the federal government hoped the stabilization effort could buttress the economy for 90 to 120 days so 

that when the virus was contained businesses could quickly reopen and the economy could rapidly rebound. 

Negotiators have taken to calling it the “Phase 3” plan, since Congress this month has already passed and Mr. Trump has 

signed two other rounds of emergency aid to respond to the coronavirus crisis: an $8.3 billion package of funding for 

federal health agencies and a second measure to provide paid leave, jobless aid, and food and health care assistance. 

The agreement would also provide $350 billion to establish lending programs for small businesses, $50 billion more than 

the Trump administration had initially proposed. But the money would apply only to those who keep their payrolls 

steady through the crisis — which means hundreds or thousands of firms that have already laid off workers would not 

be eligible for assistance. 

Small businesses that pledged not to lay off their workers would receive cash-flow assistance structured as federally 

guaranteed loans — potentially as much as they needed to stay in business for six weeks without layoffs. Those loans 

would be forgiven if the employer continued to pay its workers for the duration of the crisis. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/22/us/politics/coronavirus-economic-rescue-plan.html?  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/22/us/politics/coronavirus-economic-rescue-plan.html


2020-03-21'We Need to Act Now and Act Fast': Nurses, Health Workers Warn of Protective 

Gear Shortage as Coronavirus Crisis Grows  NBC News reported that around 250 doctors and nurses 

responded to an informal survey request and painted a bleak picture of a healthcare system already on the verge of 

collapse with at least a month to go before coronavirus cases peak in the U.S.—citing in particular a lack of personal 

protective equipment (PPE). 

Calls for the federal government to step in and order manufacturers to produce equipment increased Friday, with the 

union National Nurses United issuing a demand for immediate action to protect healthcare workers.  It's not just PPE. 

Testing kits are near-impossible to obtain for hospitals and health professionals, leading to difficult decisions on who to 

treat, when to treat them, and how to track the virus. https://www.commondreams.org/news/2020/03/21/we-need-

act-now-and-act-fast-nurses-health-workers-warn-protective-gear-shortage  

2020-03-21 Coronavirus: The Unfolding of an Epistemic Crisis  

https://countercurrents.org/2020/03/coronavirus-the-unfolding-of-an-epistemic-crisis  

2020-03-20 Prof. Richard Wolff on Pandemic Economics 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NXXJsQb6d4w 

 

2020-03-20 Coronavirus pandemic: U.S. doctors demand immediate release of prisoners and 

detainees    Doctors and medical workers across the U.S. raise the alarm about the coronavirus’s risk to prison 

populations. Thousands of medics have signed an open letter calling upon the immigration authorities to release 

individuals and families from detention. 

The letter, which at the time of writing had been signed by more than 3,000 people, is addressed to the director of the 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).https://countercurrents.org/2020/03/coronavirus-pandemic-u-s-

doctors-demand-immediate-release-of-prisoners-and-detainees  

 

2020-03-19 In Coronavirus Crisis, 575 Groups Urge Halt to Electricity, Water Shutoffs  Letter to 

Governors, Utility Regulators Also Calls for Distributed Clean Energy, Equitable Water Payment Systems  

https://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2020/03/19/coronavirus-crisis-575-groups-urge-halt-electricity-water-

shutoffs  

2020-03-15 Yanis Varoufakis on the economic and political impact of the coronavirus | 

DiEM25  Growth economics is reaching a tipping point. It fuels consumerism, it drives the climate crisis, and without 

radical change, will kill us all.  I always felt that the people in control of society were at least competent albeit greedy 

and selfish. It’s becoming very apparent they are not even competent, they have no idea what they’re doing, outside of 

filling their pockets.    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLfHpvJKNg0 

 

2020-03-11 Medical Industrial Complex And Coronavirus The medical industrial complex that dictates 

the health policies today has been exposed with the spread of the Corona virus, experts point out.  This complex, 

medical practitioners and the public need to recognize that health is not just an individual patient, doctor, hospital issue. 

There are wider socio economic and climate issues that affect health, and which are being ignored, experts point out.   

Some people funding and running healthcare systems recognize the impotence of the systems when it comes to health 

as opposed to treating sickness and the capacity of health systems to swallow resources while producing ever less 

“value. So, they create a façade of social health care which is very inadequate. 
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https://countercurrents.org/2020/03/medical-industrial-complex-and-coronavirus  

 

2020-03-11 Coronavirus Fearmongering Demonstrates U.S. Imperialism is a Drag on 

Humanity  The US is the most profit-oriented, business-controlled society on Earth, and therefore the least able to 

cope with a national health emergency, which requires sacrifice of profit for the greater good.   

The corporate media has predictably used the outbreak to demonize China’s system of economic and political 

governance. Yet as fear of the coronavirus’ spread increases, it becomes clearer that U.S. imperialism is the true drag on 

humanity, not China’s market socialist model. 

The U.S. corporate media has lamented over its assessment that China’s “authoritarian” government is behind why the 

country has been able to address the coronavirus outbreak with such strength and vigor. This is a cynical admission that 

the United States and its imperialist allies are not prepared to effectively address a similar outbreak. 

https://www.blackagendareport.com/coronavirus-fearmongering-demonstrates-us-imperialism-drag-humanity  

 

2020-03-13 CDC's 'worst-case scenario' estimates for coronavirus spread in U.S. obtained by 

the New York Times   The Times article reveals the worst-case scenario, but emphasizes that this is what would 

occur only if there were no mitigation measures taken. 

Between 160 million and 214 million people in the U.S. could be infected over the course of the epidemic, according to 

one projection. That could last months or even over a year, with infections concentrated in shorter periods, staggered 

across time in different communities, experts said. As many as 200,000 to 1.7 million people could die. 

And, the calculations based on the C.D.C.’s scenarios suggested, 2.4 million to 21 million people in the U.S. could require 

hospitalization, potentially crushing the nation’s medical system, which has only about 925,000 staffed hospital beds. 

Fewer than a tenth of those are for people who are critically ill. 

To be clear, despite the paucity of guidance being provided at the national level, state and local communities are 

beginning to take action. And the CDC is revising its modelling accordingly, based on the degree and extent of those 

mitigation efforts.  The “worst-case” scenario, described above, is therefore not what will occur.  

The Times notes that researchers are relying, in part, on data from the 1918 “Spanish Flu” pandemic, which caused an 

estimated 675,000 deaths in the U.S. The Institute for Disease Modeling has calculated that the transmission rate of 

COVID-19 is similar to that virus. Measures taken by major different cities during that time, such as closing of public 

places, theaters and schools, varied widely  and their effectiveness varied accordingly. 

Fortunately, we are not living in 1918. Modern medicine, facilities and diagnostic tools are available to us that simply did 

not exist at that time. But, as the Times article points out, the U.S. population has exploded, “with 10 times as many 

people over 65 and 30 times as many over 85.” These are the people most vulnerable to the virus. 

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/3/13/1927078/-The-New-York-Times-has-obtained-CDC-s-worst-case-scenario-

estimates? 

2020-03-10 Taiwan has millions of visitors from China and only 45 coronavirus cases. Here’s 

how. https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2020/3/10/21171722/taiwan-coronavirus-china-social-distancing-

quarantine 
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2020-03-03 U.S. public health departments scramble against coronavirus, decimated by 

funding cuts  “In the last 15 years, public health, the country’s frontline defense in epidemics, lost 45% of its 

inflation-adjusted funding for staff, training, equipment and supplies. The Public Health Emergency Fund, created for 

such disease or disaster relief is long depleted. And much of the money the federal government is racing to come up 

with now to combat the COVID-19 outbreak will be pulled from other often-dire health needs and likely will arrive too 

late to hire the needed personnel. 

“‘Once again, we’re not that prepared,’ said Dr. Boris Lushniak, a former deputy and acting U.S. Surgeon General who 

spent 13 years at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and is now dean of University of Maryland’s School of 

Public Health. ‘When those (basic public health efforts) aren’t supported well, in the time of emergency you don’t have 

the infrastructure to shift gears and go into emergency mode.’” https://countercurrents.org/2020/03/u-s-public-health-

departments-scramble-against-coronavirus-decimated-by-funding-cuts  

 

2020-01-31 Coronavirus: WHO declares international health emergency   

https://countercurrents.org/2020/01/coronavirus-who-declares-international-health-emergency  
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